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ng's Hat: Gateway to Another Dimension?

The New Jersey Ping Barrens have a plethora of
desertid villages, most of e long abandoned. Ome'of
the most infamons 15 Cng's Hat in Burbington Coanty. I
you ke the tornpike booexit four and follow Route 70
et o N corme o Roote 72 8 Foar Mile Cirebe. Tah'ng a
hand feft beads to Ong's Hat and o trail {
that sorne sy ends at a mysterious. portal i
to another dimenson

The true reason as to why anyone
wonbd narme o village Cng's Hat may be
shroiddisd in h‘l}'xtl.'r_l.' Fl:ll't“r'-l‘.'ﬂ'.. Bt the
folklore surrounding the town's name 5
wiell knenwme

Legend has it thatat one fme a
tesident of the area was a flashy young
gentlemin by the namse of Cng (whike his
ferat name = unknown, Rig last s an old-
time Pine Barens name = one of the
eartiest Pings settlers was Jacob Ong), He was a fixbare at
lowal darees, whess he woeed the tadies with his fancy
dance roves and suave attine-—mest notably his silk hat

Apparently, Ong was something of a “player,” flirting
and dancing with all the:Jadies he coaiid. Chie of bis love
intereits cought on o this preckee at a dance and attacked
Chng, taking his hat and sfomping on i, Ong was upset
that his chapeau had jst been ruined. He ran outdaors
and tossed the hat inbo the air oul of frustration. B caught
in the high branches of a pine tree and stayed there for
vears. 11 became o landmark by which people could find
the small village, and the area was dulbbed Cog's Hat,

M the Pine Barnens became less populated, Ong's Hat
wak all but forgotten, Today i & totally abandomesd and
woortdfd be nothing mere than 3 footnote in history were it
nid for @ very wetrd development —the opening of a
gateway to another dimensaon

The foflowing history ean be found in a book entitied
(hig's Hat: The Begirtning. The asthos, joseph Matheny, is
coy as toowhether he infended the work:as fact or fction.
Spanw: claim that the book is pure fantasy and has set up a
s that many have comie b accepl as real,

According to Matheny's history,
srroerp of whibe jars musicians and poets
fenmiadisd the Moorish Orthodes Charely of
Amnerica in the 1950s, The members of
this small sect traveled the world,
learning many different philosophies and
spiritual praciices. One of these traveders
was kot as Wali Fard

When Fard returned From his travels
ini 1978, he spent all of his savings on two
hymnidred aces in the New Jorsey Pine
Barrens, Along with & group of runaway
bors from Paramus and two lesbian
anarciists, he moved onto' the property and formed an
exclasive soct, the Moorish Science Ashram.,

Fard published & sertes of newsletters proclaiming his
beliefs. Readers am the fringe began fncking to his land,
incliding twe scientists, Frank and Althea Dobbs. The
Drorbbes tswins weere ralsed in Texas, among a UFRC-
worshipping cult founded by their father. Needless to say,
ﬂ'H_"_I.' wiere greed B0 life o the ooty of the masnstresm.
Whien they arrived in the Pines they set up a laboratory
inside a ramshackle tratler and began making discoveries
that shook the small cormivane fo it cone,

The siblings had previowsly studied ot Princeton,
whre they submitted as their FhD. theses a series af
epratons that bed to'what they called "cognitive chaes”
They were dismdssed from the unlversity and fournd thelr
wiay to the Pines. In the emote locale, they wene free to
wiork further on their ideas. Their theories promoted the
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